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PRESIDENTS OF THE MEETING

INTRODUCTION

SriniVas R. Sadda, M.D.
Director, Artificial Intelligence & Imaging Research, 
Doheny Eye Institute Professor of Ophthalmology
David Geffen School of Medicine
University of California – LA

Francesca Simonelli
Professor of Ophthalmology, Chairmen Eye Clinic
Multidisciplinary Department of Medical, 
Surgical and Dental Sciences University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli
Naples, Italy

Giovanni Staurenghi MD, FARBO, FEBO
Professor of Ophthalmology, Chairmen Eye Clinic 
Department of Biomedical and Clinical Sciences “Luigi Sacco” 
Luigi Sacco Hospital, University of Milan - Italy

Dear Colleagues,

As we all know, the field of retina is rapidly changing with new innovations in retinal 
diagnostics, pharmacotherapeutics, and surgery, as well as the discovery of novel insights 
into our understanding of retinal disease pathophysiology. These advances have provided 
an exciting array of new approaches for retinal disease management that have provided 
exciting opportunities and hope for ourselves and for our patients. At the same time, they 
have provided challenges, as we must navigate these various options and choose the best 
one for the patient in front of us.

The objective of this Retina Update meeting is to provide a comprehensive overview of 
these new directions at the state-of-the-art in our field, which should be of benefit to all of 
us as ophthalmologists caring for patients with retinal disease.

To achieve this goal, we are bringing together a group of renowned clinicians and scientists 
from around Italy and around the world to share their collective expertise with us. We will 
address the breadth of retinal diseases including age-related macular degeneration, retinal 
vascular diseases, inherited retinal degenerations, and vitreo-retinal surgical disorders. 
We will focus on new disease mechanisms, novel diagnostics, emerging therapeutics, and 
cutting-edge surgical techniques. We will also include time for discussion and engagement 
with the experts, as we all learn from one another.
We hope that you will join us in the fabulous city of Napoli for this meeting.

Sincerely,
Francesca Simonelli 
SriniVas Sadda 
Giovanni Staurenghi
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08:30 a.m. - 08:40 a.m.	 Welcome
F. Simonelli, G. Staurenghi, S. Sadda

08:40 a.m. - 09:30 a.m.	 Session 1: Inherited Retinal Degenerations
Moderators: F. Simonelli, J. Monés

08:40 a.m. - 08:50 a.m.	 Genetic Testing in Inherited Retinal Diseases: an Update
S. Banfi 

08:50 a.m. - 09:00 a.m.	 Update on RPE-65 Gene Therapy
F. Simonelli

09:00 a.m. - 09:10 a.m.	 Optogenetic therapies for visual restoration
J. Monés

09:10 a.m. - 09:20 a.m.	 Expanding AAV gene therapy in the retina
A. Auricchio

09:20 a.m. - 09:30 a.m.	 Discussion

09.30 a.m. - 10.30 p.m.	 Session 2: Imaging
Moderators: P. Rosenfeld, J. Sparrow

09:30 a.m. - 09:40 a.m.	 Imaging-histopathology correlates in dry AMD
C. Curcio

09:40 a.m. - 09:50 a.m.	 Imaging at the cutting edge
S. Fraser

09:50 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.	 OCTA Imaging of Nonexudative AMD
P. Rosenfeld

10:00 a.m. - 10:10 a.m.	 Novel Findings from Hi-Res OCT
B.K. Freund

10:10 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.	 Clinical Applications of Peripheral OCT
S. Sadda

10:20 a.m. - 10:35 a.m.	 Discussion

10:35 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.	 Coffee Break 

An interview with Prof Phil Rosenfeld (no CME)
Bascom Palmer experience in using Pegcetacoplan

Morning
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10:50 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.	 Session 3. Geographic Atrophy 
Moderators: G. Staurenghi, R. Ferris, G. Jaffe

10:50 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.	 Current Approaches for Diagnosis and Monitoring of GA
D. Sarraf

11:00 a.m. - 11.10 a.m.	 Structure-Function Correlation in GA
R. Guymer

11:10 a.m. - 11.20 a.m.	 Pegcetocoplan update: GALE and latest on safety
U. Chakravarthy

11:20 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.	 Avacincaptad update: 2 year outcomes
G .Staurenghi

11:30 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.	 Next in the pipeline for GA: ANX-007 and AVD-104
K. Csaky

11:40 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.	 Panel Discussion Chair: S. Sadda
Panelists: S. Pagliarini, R. Guymer, E. Chew, K. Csaky, R Ferris

12:20 p.m. - 01:00 p.m.	 Lunch

01:00 p.m. - 02:35 p.m.	 Session 4.  Exudative Maculopathy Treatment: 
Neovascular AMD and DME 
Moderators: F. Bandello, F. Viola

01:00 p.m. - 01:10 p.m.	 Biosimilars for the treatment of nAMD and DEM
S. Rossi

01:10 p.m. - 01:20 p.m.	 Brolucizumab: Where does it fit in the new treatment 
landscape?
F. Bandello

01:20 p.m. - 01:30 p.m.	 Faricimab: Benefits of Dual Pathway Inhibition
F. Viola

01:30 p.m. - 01:40 p.m.	 8mg Aflibercept: Benefits of Quadrupling the Dose
A. Invernizzi

01:40 p.m. - 01:50 p.m.	 Steroid therapy for nAMD and DME
A. M. Minnella

01:50 p.m. - 02:00 p.m.	 Gene Therapy for Neovascular AMD
F. Testa

Afternoon
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02:50 p.m. - 03:30 p.m.	 Session 5: Vitreo-retinal surgery
Moderators: L. Mastropasqua, T. Avitabile

02:50 p.m. - 03:00 p.m.	 Artificial Intelligence in Retinal Detachment Surgery
S. Rizzo

03:00 p.m. - 03:10 p.m.	 Amniotic Membrane in Pediatric and Adult Vitreoretinal 
Surgery: When You Need to Patch It Up
G. Pertile

03:10 p.m. - 03:20 p.m.	 OCT and Robotics in V-R surgery
M. Cereda

03:20 p.m. - 03:30 p.m.	 Discussion 

03:30 p.m. - 04:30 p.m.	 Session 6: Masquerade Mini-Symposium: 
The Spectrum of Intraocular Masquerade Syndroms
Moderators: G. Staurenghi, S. Sadda

Challenging Cases Panel - Fool the Experts Cases presentation
by M. Pellegrini, A. Invernizzi
Panel: D. Sarraf, B.K. Freund, G. Querques, G. Jaffe

03:30 p.m. - 03:35 p.m.	 An unusual retinal atrophy
A. Invernizzi

03:35 p.m. - 03.45 p.m.	 Discussion (related to clinical case: “An unusual retinal atrophy)

03:45 p.m. - 03:50 p.m.	 TB (Tuberculosis) or not TB (Tuberculosis)
M. Pellegrini

03:50 p.m. - 04.00 p.m.	 Discussion (related to clinical case: “TB or not TB”)

04.00 p.m. - 04:05 p.m.	 The post-phaco nightmare (post-phaco Endophthalmitis)
A. Invernizzi

04:05 p.m. - 04.15 p.m.	 Discussion (related to clinical case: “The post-phaco nightmare”)

04:15 p.m. - 04:20 p.m.	 The silent night: an atypical case of macular edema
M. Pellegrini

04.20 p.m. - 04.30 p.m.	 Discussion (related to clinical case: “The silent night”)

02:00 p.m. - 02:35 p.m.	 Panel Discussion Chair: F. Bandello
Panelists: B. Blodi, F. Boscia, A. M. Minnella, T.H. Lim, 
M. Della Corte

02:35 p.m. - 02:50 p.m.	 Coffee Break

Afternoon



ORGANIZERS

SADDA SRINIVAS 
SIMONELLI FRANCESCA 
STAURENGHI GIOVANNI

AURICCHIO ALBERTO
Scientific Director_Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine (TIGEM) 
Professor of Medical Genetics Dept. of Advanced Biomedical Sciences, 
University of Naples “Federico II”

AVITABILE TERESIO
Full Professor and Chairman at the Department of Ophthalmology University of Catania, Italy

BANDELLO FRANCESCO
Professor and Chairman Department of Ophthalmology, University Vita-Salute, 
Ospedale San Raffaele, Milan
Director School of Ophthalmology, University Vita Salute, Ospedale San Raffaele, Milan

BANFI SANDRO
Professor in Medical Genetic, Department of Precision Medicine University of Campania Luigi 
Vanvitelli, Naples, Italy

BLODI BARBARA
Matthew D. Davis Professor, Dept of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences Wisconsin Reading 
Center, Medical Director, Madison, Wisconsin

BOSCIA FRANCESCO
Full Professor of Ophthalmology, Eye Clinic University of Bari Aldo Moro, Bari, Italy

CEREDA MATTEO
Eye Clinic, Sacco Hospital, Asst Fatebenefratelli Sacco University of Milan, Italy

CHAKRAVARTHY USHA
Professor Ophthalmology and Vision Sciences
Royal Victoria Hospital (The Belfast Trust) and Queens University of Belfast, Northern Ireland

FACULTY LIST
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CHEW EMILY
Director of the Division of Epidemiology and Clinical Applications (DECA), 
at the National Eye Institute, the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD, USA

CSAKY KARL
T. Boone Pickens Director
Clinical Center of Innovation for AMD
Chief Executive and Medical Officer
Retina Foundation of the Southwest, Dallas, Texas

CURCIO CHRISTINE
White-McKee Endowed Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Science Director of the AMD 
Histopathology Laboratory
University of Alabama at Birmingham Heersink School of Medicine Birmingham Alabama USA

DELLA CORTE MICHELE
Eye clinic, University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli, Naples, Italy

FERRIS FREDERICK
Director, Ophthalmic Research Consultants
Charlotte, North Carolina, USA

FRASER SCOTT
Provost Professor of Biology and Bioengineering Elizabeth Garrett Professor of Convergent 
Biosciences Director of Science Initiatives
Director Bridge Institute
University of Southern California USA

FREUND BAILEY
Vitreous Retina Macula Consultants of New York
Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology, NYU School of Medicine New York, NY

GUYMER ROBYN
Deputy Director, Centre for Eye Research Australia, Professor Department of Surgery, 
Ophthalmology University of Melbourne, Australia

JAFFE GLENN
Robert Machemer Professor of Ophthalmology Chief, Vitreoretinal Division
Director, Duke Reading Center, Durham, NC

INVERNIZZI ALESSANDRO
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology, Medical Retina and Uveitis Specialist Uveitis and Ocular 
Infectious Diseases Service
Eye Clinic - Department of Biomedical and Clinical Science
Luigi Sacco Hospital, University of Milan
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TOCK HAN LIM
Group Chairman Medical Board, National Healthcare Group, Singapore Adj. Professor, 
Lee Kong Chian School of Medicine,
Nanyang Technology University, Singapore
Senior Consultant, NHG Eye Institute, Tan Tock Seng Hospital, Singapore

MASTROPASQUA LEONARDO
Full Professor of Ophthalmology and Chairman Eye Clinic University G. D’Annunzio, Chieti, Italy

MINNELLA ANGELO MARIA
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Medical Director Eye Division, Institute of Ophthalmology University Cattolica 
Policlinico Agostino Gemelli, Rome, Italy

MONÉS JORDI
Director Institut de la Màcula, Centro Médico Teknon
Medical Director Barcelona Macula Foundation: Research for Vision, Barcelona, Spain
Adjunct Professor, John A. Moran Eye Center, University of Utah Health

PAGLIARINI SERGIO
Research and Macular Services Lead
Department of Ophthalmology University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire, UK

PELLEGRINI MARCO
Consultant, Eye Clinic, Department of Biomedical and Clinical Sciences, Luigi Sacco Hospital, 
University of Milan, Italy

PERTILE GRAZIA
Director of the Department of Ophthalmology Sacrocuore Hospital, Negrar-Verona, Italy

QUERQUES GIUSEPPE
Associate Professor at University Vita-Salute, IRCCS San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy

RIZZO STANISLAO
Professor of Ophthalmology University Cattolica, Roma
Chair of the Ophthalmology Unit
Fondazione Policlinico Universitario Agostino Gemelli IRCCS, Rome, Italy

ROSENFELD PHILIP
Professor of Ophthalmology
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute Miami University of Miami Miller School of Medicine Miami, FL, USA

ROSSI SETTIMIO
Professore Associato MED/30 presso Università degli studi della Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”
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FACULTY LIST

SARRAF DAVID
Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology
Retinal Disorders and Ophthalmic Genetics Division Stein Eye Institute, UCLA

SPARROW JANET
Department of Ophthalmology Columbia University Medical Center - NY New York, US

TESTA FRANCESCO
Full Professor of Ophthalmology
Eye Clinic, Multidisciplinary Department of Medical, Surgical and Dental Sciences 
University of Campania Luigi Vanvitelli
Naples, Italy

VIOLA FRANCESCO
Associate Professor
Department of Clinical Sciences and Community Health
University of Milan
Fondazione IRCCS Ca’ Granda Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico, Milan, Italy
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Meeting Venue
Centro Congressi Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II 
complesso dei SS. Marcellino e Festo, Largo S. Marcellino 10, Napoli.

Official language
The official language of the Meeting will be English.

Continuing Medical Education (CME) credits
The application for CME accreditation has been submitted for Italian Physicians 
(ophthalmologist/orthoptist - Ophthalmic Assistant/Nurse - Genetist)
The CME credits will be awarded only after 90% attendance of all sessions. In order to obtain 
CME credits it is necessary to fill in the evaluation form and the Learning Questionnaire within 
72 hours from the end of the event. The CME Certificate is based on the real-time tracked spent 
attending scientific sessions. Upon completion of the training course, a CME Certificate will be 
available online.
In-person Congress
• Provider AVEC: ID 2299 - 414560
• No. 7 CME credits
Completion of the Registration Form, the Learning & Assessment questionnaires are compulsory.

Badge and Certificate of attendance
Each participant receives a name badge upon check-in at the registration desk (with proof of 
original registration). This badge should be worn all times in order to gain access to the session 
room. Please note that access to the congress areas will not be permitted without an official 
congress badge.
The attendance certificate will be provided on-site, upon request at the Registration Desk.

Technical facilities
A Slide Centre with PCs (Windows and Macintosh operating systems) will be available for 
Speakers to check and preview their presentations. Speakers are kindly requested to submit 
their presentations on USB flash drive to the Slide Centre technicians at least one hour before the 
opening of the Session.

Slide Centre opening hours
Saturday, May 25th : 08.00 a.m. – 04.30 p.m.

Congress Organizer/Provider
AVEC S.r.l. - Incentive Paintings
Via Lavoratori Autobianchi, 1 - Edificio 9 - Ufficio 14 20832 Desio (MB)
Tel. 0039 0362/581579 - Fax. 0039 0362/1860074
info@avec-eventi.com

13

GENERAL INFORMATION



Registrations
Online Registration is available on the website below:
https://retinaupdate2024.com/
REGISTRATION FEE
• € 200 + VAT 22% = € 244
• No registration fee is required for STUDENTS AND POSTGRADUATE

Registration fee Payment:
Payment of fee should be made in EURO and can be paid by bank transfer to: 

AVEC S.r.l.
BANCA BPM - Filiale 777 - Viale Liguria, 1 - 20093 Cologno Monzese (Milano)
IBAN IT46 X 05034 32972 000000061108
C/c 61108
SWIFT CODE BAPPIT22

Reason of payment: 
“Registration Fee – Retina Update Meeting, Naples, May 25th + Name/Surname”.
Please make sure the name of the Conference and the participant are stated on the bank transfer. 
Please note that all bank expenses will be kindly paid by the payer.
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